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What's Going On
Edition 78-4 February 28,1977
International Federation of Accountants Establishes New Headquarters
The International Federation of 
Accountants moved into its new 
headquarters, 1270 Avenue of the 
Americas, on February 1.
Two blocks north and across the 
street from AICPA headquarters 
in the Celanese Building, IFAC’s 
offices are located on the 31st floor 
of the AMAX Building overlook­
ing Rockefeller Center’s Ice Skat­
ing Rink.
In addition to the Executive Direc­
tor’s office, IFAC’s headquarters
reception area, and, with an eye to 
the future, room for expansion.
For the time being, however, 
IFAC’s staff will continue to con­
sist only of Executive Director Bob 
Sempier and Staff Assistant Maria 
Bartholomew.
Bob, a member of the AICPA staff 
since 1960, was named IFAC’s first 
Executive Director last Novem­
ber. Before then, he had been 
Director of AICPA’s International 
Practice Division for five years. Bob Sempier
International Federation of Accountants President Reinhard Goerdeler, of West Ger­
many (center) is pictured in IFAC’s new headquarters flanked by (left) Deputy President 
Gordon Cowperthwaite, of Canada, and Executive Director Bob Sempier.
includes a conference room seat­
ing 12, a library which also serves 
as a meeting room or temporary 
office for visiting members, space 
for telex and copy facilities, a
His move into international activi­
ties was preceded by eight years 
with the Accounting Principles 
Board’s Administrative staff and 
four years as a Manager in the
Professional Development Divi­
sion (now known as Continuing 
Professional Education).
Maria, who can read and write in 
English and Spanish and can also 
speak Italian and Portuguese, 
joined IFAC on November 1, 
1977.
Maria Bartholomew







































What’s Going On is pub­
lished by and for the Staff 
of the American Institute 
of Certified Public 
Accountants.


























DONNA PURTELL, who worked 
for the Institute from July 1975 to 
April 1977, is back on the staff as a 
Secretary in the Editorial 
Department of the Publications 
Division.
WILFREDO ROSADO, who 
worked for the Institute from August 
1970 to October 1977, is back on the 
staff as a Machine Operator in the 
Shipping Department of the Office 
Management Division.
Behind the Scenes in Special Services 
—A Summary of ’77—
Service Total
Incoming Calls 90,138
Visitors — 5 th floor 31,731
Visitors — 6th floor 10,002
Customers 11,654
Messengers — 5 th floor 6,278
Messengers — 6th floor 4,225
Publication Sales $95,604
Pieces of Mail Received 819,776
Pieces of Outgoing Mail 528,328
Luncheons Served 311
Number of People 5,092
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The AICPA: Hale and Hearty at 91—Still Growing and Going Strong!
This article has been excerpted from a presentation made by George Taylor, AICPA Controller, at the 4th 
General Meeting of the Institute staff held February 4, 1976 in the Waldorf-Astoria. We are also indebted 
to the Controller’s Division for the updated statistics.
As employees of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, I am sure you will find a few 
statistics showing the rapid growth of the Institute to be interesting.
The American Association of Public Accountants was formed in 1887 with 26 members. In 1896, certified 
public accountants were licensed to practice by the state of New York. This was the first law of its kind in 
the United States.
In 1916, the organization—with a membership of 1,238—was incorporated under the name of Institute of 
Accountants in the U.S.A. The following year, the name was changed to the American Institute of 
Accountants.
In 1937 the American Institute of Accountants and the American Society of Certified Public Accountants 
merged, resulting in a combined membership of 4,890. From 1937 to 1945, the membership of the 
Institute grew rapidly—to 9,051—reflecting the increasing numbers of certified public accountants in the 
United States.
Immediately after World War II, the number of CPA’s in the United States, and in turn the membership 
in the Institute, increased dramatically: in the 10-year period from 1945 to 1955, the Institute’s 
membership almost tripled; over the next 10, it doubled, going from 26,345 to 53,709. A decade later, 
there were 112,494 members; at the close of last year, 135,036.
During the 20 years from ’45 to ’65 the cost of the Institute’s operations increased a little more than 10 
times, climbing from $309,000 in 1945 to $4,195,000 in 1965. A decade later, the budget stood at 
$18,187,000. The current fiscal year budget is $23,657,720.
The circulation of the Journal of Accountancy increased from 34,624 in 1945 to 190,500 in 1975. Today, it 
stands at 219,735.
The number of CPA examination papers graded went from 5,088 in 1945 to 112,290 in 1965. By 1975, the 
number of papers graded had piled up to 285,629. During last year, 93,151 candidates wrote 341,382 
papers.
In 1957, the Institute’s name was changed to our present: “American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants”.
In 1945, the staff stood at 47; 30 years later it had climbed to 395; at the close of last year, it numbered 422.
If the past experience of the Institute is any indication of the future, we can expect a strong and financially 
sound organization and one that will continue to grow in size and stature. I think all of you will agree with 
me that the Institute is a good place to work, and I think we can expect this to continue to be true in the 
years to come.
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